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We exist to know Jesus and make Him known. 

73 Years of Faith 

HERITAGE SUNDAY 



 

   
* INVITATION TO STAND 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Heritage Sunday 
Celebrating 73 Years of Faith 

1953 – 2026 
 

June 21, 2026 
 
 

(At this time, please silence your cell phone.) 

Prelude  “How Can I Keep from Singing?” (arr. John S. Dixon) 
  Susie Miller and Gary O’Neal Piano/Organ Duet  
 
Welcome and Greeting One Another  Pastor 
 
* Congregational Introit (remain standing) 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 
I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 
I see glory on each face; 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

* Call to Worship  Liturgist 
(Responsive) 
On this Heritage Sunday, we have come to worship God, and to give thanks for 72 
years of ministry! 
Thanks be to God for our witness to the community! 
We have come to give thanks for the gift of Christ and the Spirit in our lives! 
Thanks be to God for the people who had the faith and vision to establish this 
congregation! 
We are here to thank and honor all members, past and present, for their generous 
contributions of prayers, gifts, and service to our congregation. 
Thanks be to God for all who have led worship, preached, and taught us! 
We have come to take our part in this witnessing body! 



 

   
* INVITATION TO STAND 

Thanks be to God for calling us to this ministry! 
Praise the Lord! 
The Lord’s name be praised! 

* Hymn “Faith of Our Fathers” (see insert)  

* Prayer of the Day Liturgist 

* Gloria Patri “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” No. 582 

 Time with Young Disciples 

 Call to Confession Pastor 

 Prayer of Confession (Unison) Pastor and Congregation 
Lord, we thank You for Your guidance and provision.  We seek Your 
forgiveness for our unfaithfulness, sins, and shortcomings.  Help us love You 
and our neighbors more deeply.  Forgive us for missed opportunities to serve 
You.  Renew our desire to worship and serve You, our Faithful God.  Amen. 

(In silence, confess your personal sins to God.) 

Kyrie Eleison “Change My Heart, O God” No. 695 
 (1st in English, 2nd in Spanish, last chorus in English) 

Assurance of Forgiveness (Responsive) Pastor and Congregation 
God does not shame us when our faith waivers but challenges us to be strengthened 
by God’s promises. 
Happy are those who don’t see and yet trust! 
God’s purpose is not to tear us down but to build us up – forgiven, refreshed, and 
renewed! 
So, let us give thanks to God! 

 Lessons from Scripture – Prayer for Illumination Liturgist 

 First Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 (p. 624 Pew Bible) Liturgist 
  This is the Word of the Lord! 
  Response: Thanks be to God! 

 Second Reading: Romans 8:18-25 (p. 944 Pew Bible) Pastor 
  Holy Wisdom.  Holy Word. 
  Response: Praise to you, O Christ! 



 

   
* INVITATION TO STAND 

 
 Sermon “Heaven Now or Later: The Birth of God’s Kingdom”  
   Rev. Dr. Paul Burns 
 

 Anthem “Built on a Rock” Sanctuary Choir 
  (arr. Joel Raney) 

* Affirmation of Faith (Unison) Pastor and Congregation 
– The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Our Heritage Roll Call of the Saints 
St. Mark Presbyterian Church is blessed with saints from all over the world.  Whether 
they have been members for years or just a short while, each saint is important and 
precious.  To celebrate our many heritages, we will invite members to stand in various 
groups.  We will conclude the roll call by lighting a candle in remembrance of the 34 
charter members who held the first worship service in a temporary building on 
June 28, 1953.  At a congregational meeting that afternoon, the charter members 
adopted the name St. Mark. 

Carol and James Bowen 

Rosemary Brashier 

Marjorie and Raymond Brewer 

Pat and Robert Cannon 

Martha and John Gracey 

Stacey and William Grant 

William B. Grant, Jr. 

Letha and Robert Henry 

Nelline and Ferril Kline 

Patricia and Jesse Lawhon 

Gloria and James Lee 

Marge and Orion Lotz 

Kathleen and John Moore 

Norma and Lewis Norris 

Katherine Rogers 

Mary and Thomas Scallorn 

Ann Slicker 

Irene and John Walker 

Margaret and Mark Wilson 



 

   
* INVITATION TO STAND 

Lighting a Candle for Future Saints 
We believe the future of St. Mark Presbyterian Church is bright.  At this time, we light 
a candle for the future saints of St. Mark – people of all ages, colors, and cultures. 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer Pastor and Congregation 
(Unison) 
On this anniversary day, we thank you, Lord, for the church that you have planted and 
nourished here in the Casa View neighborhood of Dallas, Texas.  May this church 
serve as a true sanctuary for all who partake in its life.  We lift up prayers for those 
entrusted with leadership: for ministers, elders, and teachers, praying they may be 
steered by Your wisdom and fortified by Your might. 
Lord, we give you thanks for their work and witness, and we pray your blessing 
upon them. 
We pray for our young people: our children and grandchildren... that they may grow 
in faith and renew the vision of the church. 
Lord, we give you thanks for their work and witness, and we pray your blessing 
upon them. 
We pray for those who work to enhance our worship: through singing and music, 
through the reading of the scriptures, through the arrangement of flowers... that they 
may be channels of your grace and find joy in your service. 
Lord, we give you thanks for their work and witness and we pray your blessing 
upon them. 
We pray for all who use our premises, that they may find us welcoming and 
hospitable. 
Lord, we give you thanks for their work and witness, and we pray your blessing 
upon them. 
Lord God, you have called us to share the joy and fullness of life that you give in your 
Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that our church may be a blessing to all in this neighborhood, 
so that more and more people may come to love and trust you, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Now let us offer together the prayer our Lord Jesus Christ taught us to pray... 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

  



 

   
* INVITATION TO STAND 

* Presentation of Tithes and Offerings Doxology No. 606 

A public offering to God is one of the oldest forms of worship.  Although we give in varied 
ways through the week, our participation in the Sunday Offering is a witness to God and 
to the world of our love and commitment. 

If you have not already done so, please place your offering in the offering plates located 
at the front and back of the Sanctuary as you exit the building. 

* Prayer of Dedication Pastor 

* Reflection on the Past and the Future 
The Lord God in his goodness has blessed us with 72 years of mission and ministry 
as St. Mark Presbyterian Church. 
We are a remembering people, and it is good that we remember that God has 
chosen us, baptized us, and brought us together as the Church of Christ in this 
place. 
As remembering people, we look back at all the saving acts of God – the Creation, 
the Flood, the Covenant, the Exodus, the Incarnation, the Crucifixion, the 
Resurrection, and the Church. 
We are remembering people, but we are also a people of this day, brought 
together by God to be a holy fellowship of believers: the Body of Christ, 
sharing, caring, working in the world, and living in the hope of the world to 
come. 
Our eyes look back with thanksgiving.  Our eyes look forward in hope.  Therefore, 
with thanksgiving for the past and hope for the future, let us dedicate ourselves and 
our lives to the mission which God gives us as the Church of Jesus Christ in this 
place. 
We exist to know Jesus and make Him known. 

* Hymn “Come! Live in the Light (We Are Called)” No. 749 

* Charge and Benediction Pastor 

* Sending Song “We Are One in Christ Jesus/Somos Uno en Cristo” No. 322 

We are one in Christ Jesus, all one body, all one spirit, all together. 
Somos uno en Cristo, somos uno, somos uno, uno solo. 

* Postlude Gary O’Neal, Organist 



 

 

 

 
 

Assisting in worship today is Bill Grayson, Liturgist. 
The Usher is Bar Tuinstra. 

 
Refreshments in the Parlor today are served 

by the Fellowship Committee. 

 
 
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 21st 
 
 
 

 
    
 Sunday 11:00 am Disciple Followship Group 
  11:00 am Yoga Wellness 

 Tuesday 11:30 am – 1:00 pm Church Food Pantry 
  6:30 pm Stated Session Meeting 
  
 Wednesday 5:30 pm Yoga Wellness 
  6:00 pm Way Out Wednesday 
  6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 Thursday 10:30 am Bible Study 
  11:30 am – 1:00 pm Church Food Pantry 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Sermon: 
“The Birth of the Kingdom” 

 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 65:17-25 
 Romans 8:18-25 
 
Memory Verse 

“I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us.” (Romans 8:18) 
 
Reflection Questions 

1) How would it change your view of suffering 
to believe that it is labor pains for the birth 
of something wonderful?  
 

2) What is most appealing to you about 
Isaiah’s vision of God’s new creation? 
 

3) What are some of the good things of this life 
that you hope will last forever? 

 
Challenge for the Week 

Draw a picture or write a description of the final 
version of God’s world that you hope will come 
to be. 
 
Prayer 

O God of the past, present, and future, I entrust 
my whole life to you. Help me to bear the 
sufferings of this life with grace, patience, and 
hope for the completion of your marvelous 
creation. Amen. 

June 21, 2026 
 
The Weekly 
Devotional focuses 
on today’s sermon 
and message.  It 
includes a memory 
verse, three 
reflection 
questions, and a 
challenge for the 
upcoming week. 
 
Please take the 
Weekly Devotional 
home with you and 
use it throughout 
the week. 

WEEKLY 
DEVOTIONAL 


